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Table I. Levels of justification for differences in international guidelines of system-level decision makers on methods for healthcare
economic evaluation. The table assumes that the healthcare system is using economic evaluation to identify interventions and programmes
for which use is consistent with maximising some health-focused objective function, subject to a budgst constraint

Requirements
for economic

Variation expected and justified

Variation may be justified by
differences in opinion about

Variation difficult to justify

evaluation appropriateness
Objectives and Dimensions and weights in the Monetary vs non-monetary Inconsistent perspective on costs
constraints objective function (hence, maximand  valuation of health benefits Failure to require a genenc measure of
in evaluations) Methods of valuation of costs health
Budgetary arrangements (hence, and health effects
cost perspective) Sources of preference data
Existence of other constraints
Specifying the Specific details of population, Partial set of comparators based on, for

decision problem

Use of evidence

Decision making
under uncertainty

subpopulations and options to
compare

In some parameter values to reflect
geographical heterogeneity

Measure of opportunity cost (e.g.
threshold cost effectiveness)

Size of the effective population for
value of information methods
Decision maker's ability to mandate
or commission future research

Comprehensiveness of evidence
search methods

example, the ‘most clinically effective’
options

Unclear specification of the
(sub)populations of interest

Failure to require inclusion of all
relevant evidence

Failure to require systematic
identification of evidence

Need for full specification of parameter
and structural uncertainty
Presentation of decision uncertainty
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Table I. Checklist of factors to consider in undertaking and assessing the quality of a discrete choice experiment

1. Conceptualizing the choice
process

2. Attribute selection

3. Level selection

4. Experimental design

5. Questionnaire design

6. Piloting

7. Population/study perspective

[--]

. Sample and sample size

9. Data collection

10. Coding of data

11. Econometric analysis

12. Validity

13. Interpretation

14. Welfare and policy analysis

Was a choice rather than ranking, rating task used?

What type of choice was used: binary response, pairs, multiple options?
Was a generic or labelled choice used?

Was an opt-out, neither or status quo option included?

If a forced choice was used, was a justification provided?

Was the task incentive compatible?

How were they derived and validated?

Was the number of attributes appropriate?

Was the coverage appropriate?

What form was used: generic or alternative specific?

Was price included? If so, was an appropriate payment vehicle used?
Was risk included? If so, was it appropriately communicated?

How were they derived and validated?

Was the number of levels per attribute appropriate?
Was an appropriate range used?

Were the levels evenly spaced?

What type of design was used? Full factorial? Fractional factorial? If fractional, which effects are
identified: main effects; main effects + higher order interactions?

How were the profiles generated and allocated to choice sets?

What are the properties of the design?

What is the efficiency of the design?

Was identification checked (e.g. is the variance-co-variance matrix block diagonal)?

Was the design blocked into versions? If so, how were choice sets allocated to versions? Were the
resulting properties of the versions checked?

Were respondents randomly allocated to versions?

How many choice sets were considered per respondent?

If some profiles were implausible — how was implausibility defined and how was it addressed?

Was an appropriate level of background and contextual information provided?

Were the task instructions appropriate?

Was the medium used to communicate attribute/level information (e.g. words, pictures, multi-media)
appropriate?

Was coverage of aftributes and levels checked?
Was understanding and complexity checked?
Was the length and timing checked?

Appropriate for research question?

Were inclusion/exclusion criteria explicit?
Was sample size appropriate for model estimation?

What recruitment method was used?

How were data collected (e.g. mail, personal interview, web survey)?
What was the response rate?

Were incentives used to enhance response rates?

Was coding explicitly discussed?
Was the coding appropriate for effects to be estimated?

Were the estimation methods appropriate given experimental design and type of choice response?
Was the functional form of the indirect utility functions appropriate given the experimental design?
Were alternative specific constants included?

Were sociodemographics and other co-variates included?

Was goodness of fit considered?

Was internal or external validity investigated?
Were answers for any respondents deleted and if so on what basis?

Was the interpretation appropriate given coding of data?
Were results in line with a priori expectations?
Were relative attribute effects compared using a commen and comparable metric?

Was willingness to pay estimated using welfare theoretic compensating variation?
Was probability analysis undertaken?
Were marginal rates of substitution calculated?
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